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Ceneral Heusinger's Views on HATO Hllltary utrategy.;L

L

Thare is attached an unOfIICIal translatwon of a portlon of an R R
_1nterv1ew which General Adolf Heusinger, the new Chairman of NATO's Standlng_ -
“Military Committee in Washington, granted Dr. Hans Lehmann of the Bundeswehrﬁfa“
f.paper “Visier," which was published some weeks earlier, and reprlnted in: o
part in. the Government Bulletin for March 3, 1961. Accordlng to Dexr 5olegel"'
for- Herch 15, 1961, Defense linister Strauss arranged for the second ouoll-_f,
cetion of this interviev .without informing General Heusingeér of his 1ntentlon'
t0. do so: bncause he- con31dered it provided a, useful °xp031tion of  the- German
pos1tlon on ‘reported:imerican. 1ntenu10ns to revise. the basis. of: Western
militery strategy in Europe. Heusinger was reported as ‘naving complalned
.1nd1gnantlJ to his colleegues after he saw the republlshed artlcle which - .
'accordlng to Der Spiegel identified him as- propagandlst for.e, rlglu atomlc
strategy and would make hls future JﬁTO work more dlfflcult-vw ;

tactlcal nuclear weapons.- He goes. so far. as’ £6- stete expllcitl"}: .onl
“reason for:the all-out: effort to .equip N&TO wlth atomlo ‘weapons- is. to.make.
z.the_other 31de reallze that 1t w111 face- desvructlon if. it attacks.";*

, General Heu51nger also utlllzeu thls occas1on to express hlmself
on*the present state:of develogment in the Bundeswehr, whlch he descrlbes
asg g01ng accord1ng to. plans in a sat 1szactory fashlon.,»

.Another statement bj Genersl Heu31nger aopeared 1n the weeli bul
‘_sued by the Press ang Informatlon 0ffice of- the German pederal Governme“t
on,March 14, an llsh lenguage publicetion. It is entitled "Europe'!s New,
ReSpon31b111t1es," and a cony is attached for the Department's 1nrormat10n'
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- Once again Heusinger expressee himself on current military plannlng and’
- emphasizes categorically that: 'We cannot’ todaj, as in times past,
‘differentiate between conventional shleld forces and nuclear sword
forces, -but at tne Iron Curtein must give the shield forces a nuclear
deterrent power." He also points out the importance of developing and-
strengthening the power of. the DBuropean allies and indicates that. NaTO's
task in the coming months w111 ‘be to find "the rlght form in which to
~do: thls : : : :

P P

‘/ibl ;—-' 52
: Ly John H.'Burns o
"Flrst Secretary of Embassy
anlosures" (2)f% '. . L

Unofflclal translatlon of portlon L
'of 1nterv1ew. -
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Translation of part of an interview which General idolf Heusinger,
the newly appointed Chairman of {HATO's Standing Military Committee
in Washington, granted Dr. Hans Lehmann of the new Bundeswehr paper
"Vigier," znd which was reprinted in part in tha Government Bulletin

- for March 3, 1961:

(After General Heuslnger had answered two questlons regarding | |
u.hlS new position in Washington, Dr. Lehmann posed the follow1ng . |
questlon ) : . L A _ ‘

T

-‘guestlon. How, in view of thls dlstrlbutlon of tasks, and in view of
. . the Polaris strategy with Polaris rockets s, atomic submarines and
. similar things: 1is the formula of the so-called shield and sword -

' forces st111 valid toaay?

, Answer: Orlglnally, we had the shield forces in the foremost line
: .~ ..of defense and behind them the sword forces in the form of the American
= .. strategic nucleer weapons, reinforced by their British equlv_lents.
‘ .~ Now, in the last years, an-equilibrium as, regards strateglc nuclear.’
.fp,weapons ‘has gradually develoPed between Vest and Last. Each. of the = .
foo L two: 5reat opponents knows that the use of strateglc nuclear. weepons o
@qf-lmeens -a 'deedly danger for both sides. Therefore the ‘deterient effect |
.. of-these 'strategic nuclear weapons has changed. Every country will .
,Q‘h931tate a great deal about using them. - That is a good thing. . However,
‘{funder all clrcumstances we must also maintain a deterreént. effect in:the.
".field'of. the: so-called shield. forces. ThlS is 'a-point .in which- we. here
,1n-Germany are partlcularly 1nterested. We must reallze qulte clearly

AT P T s T e Ty e e

o 0531b1e at. the Iron Curtaln, in order to make 1t p0551b1e 1n thls L,x
way~to deIend nur0pe. . : S o u

o~

questlon' In other words, the the51s whlch was formerly advocated .
..in.some’ quarters, that it sufficed to pull some kind of a tr1p—w1re along '
- ;fthe border so -that in the beginning the attacker would advence into a s
- vacuum ‘and would thus have a chance to think things over once agaln, _,wf“
' "‘he51s would be exceedlngly dangerous? . ;

"V;Answer '-”hls the31s is dangerous above all because it WlLl ceuse the-
. Opponent to think he could secure decisive initial gains. It actually
-forces the defender to use nuclear weapons because he must by all means
‘prevent the opponent from securing such gains. Therefore Vestern
'defense ‘must be SO organlzed that the opponent, from the very beginning
... and at all times, is aware of Western readiness also 1o use‘nuclear
jweapons for its defense, and reallzes ‘he will not ee51ly secure 1n1t1al

:5{ga1ns.
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Question: In other words, the attacker is to be made to realize tnat_
he faces destruction if he risks aggression?

. _ - .
snswer: Thet's right. With this formulation you broached the funda- -
mental concept of the entire defense strategy of NATO. The only aim
of this defense strategy is to prevent war. The only reason for the
all-out effort to equip NATO with atomic weapons is to make the .other

_side realize that it will face destructlon if it attacks. :

o ..+ . Question: Do you mean to say that the shield forces of the foremost
e L 11ne of deIense must also be equlpped w1th tactlcal atomlc weapons°
Answer' Yes. We know that the opponent does have the correspondlng
“tactical atomic weapons. In the course of history it has always been.
g, difficult situation when o country: was no military match for another
;',country with aggressive tendencies. This gituation has frqquently led
' %o an attack agalnst such a country. The ‘existence of an équ1libr1um L
~;of forcas or of an approx1mate equilibrium of forces usually forces
.both sides to be cautious. Vhat I hope is that the development of -
atomic weapons, -0of weapons unheard of in the- hlstory of mankind, 6f
© weapons whose effectlveness cannwt be exaggerated, will lead to the
‘‘realization that an attack aﬂalnst another country w111 probably mean U
sulclue. .

B -‘-‘..

. 'Questions:.

: Ies, ‘since the" ex1stence of N&TO <tﬁegsoviefe‘haveehof'7
o -rlsked general war.p S S L T

: - ) take the‘*- : : :
- fAnswer Slnce they do not now/rlsk ‘of -general war the Sov1ets seek - g
Ciee b0 gain ground througn small-scale local 1nf11tratlon or local o { ‘.ﬂ;ﬁ%.
: ~.ﬂ'.0perat10ns, in a step—by-step fashlon. R

P

'”}"Questlon- From the TaSS declaratlon ef Deoember 6 on. the Hovember ;

.7 . Moscow". Conference of  the 81 communlst partles it -appears that~Khrushchev g
;- and  the spokesmen of- his major group have .realized that war ‘would be an .
.&Jexceedlngly dangerous undertaking at ‘this time.i Is it correct to say L
chat they are now follow1ng a more 1nd1rect course° ' S

,oyAnswer. -1 am conv1nced that Sov1et pollcy is presently not 1nteres¢'
..in a third world war. I think that the Soviets are presently seek
to make progress by different means. Look at what is happening in™
. Cuba, Afrlca, or isia. From their point of view it would be foolish
o risk all they have gained so far through a third world war. But,
of course, they never lose sight of their aim of ach1ev1ng world
-.;Adomlnatlon. : - Ce
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"“Question:. In other words, it should bve the major task of NATO to make
clear VYo the Soviets that their long-term goal of forcing the Vest to give.

in, again and again, directly or indirectly, by exercising pressure
with the Red Army or by other methods, that this goal is a vain hope

and cennot-be realized?

v o-

VY

Answer: What eppears to be pa rulcularly necessary to this end is (1) to
' make every effort to maintain Western defense and its deterrent effect;

-+ the Soviets must never believe that there is any slackening.of our efforts
" in ‘this .direction; (2) to meintain and expand the economic potential of . °
.-.the West, and (3), and (this 'is & very essential factor), to strengthen
“ the West's defense readlness 1deologlcally. .

POACH RSk

>
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'_Questlon. You are now about to leave your present- work in Bonn. Ay"
this point the question poses itself: where are we with respect to

' f"the establlshment of the Bundeswehr?

———
ANERATS

AT RIS AT

)

N Answer: . In chang 1ng over to my newv work, I flnd 1t hard to leave the
*,,;Bundeewehr. I have been in this job for ten yeers; it has been my task
C ¢ to-direct militarily the preparations for .the establishment of the ) L.

.. Bundeswehr . and then, for the past five years, this establlehment 1tse1f. : .

ﬂf'fYou will. understano that it is not easy to leave a job.which is not yet o0
;'i,qulte complete.
.m0 job will be done according to plan, on the basis of- what the Bundeswehr .
. presently.is. The difficulties which still exlst ‘are ‘much less than . U <
. -...those which have already been overcome. Such difficulties exist prl-b’ o
Lo narily in. the- personnel field. By end large, however, I may hand over~ ..’
A my work to my succeosor with an easy con501ence. o . - T

ey

iR

TR

Questlon- OI course, ‘an’ armj is never completely ready.v \evertheless,‘.jug*

:iiapprox1mate1y how many years will it still take- accordlng to plans to
'brlng the Bundeswehr up to the point. you w1sh 1t to be'P ‘ ;A_.xlz »_‘g;;

T ey

You are entirely rlght when you say that- an’ army 1s never T

Answer'

'"ready," and- this is partlcularly true for a. modern -AYmY o .Again -and o
v ... .again, new problems ‘of armamint and equipment’ arise. .By-and’ large,i,. IR
7Q;:“1Lo;'however, we shall have - reached our goal by the end of 1963.(-~ : S

AR -'/guestlon In the beglnnlng the Bundeswehr encountered certaln psycholog-
v ieal difficulties, especiglly with young people. Do. these dlfflcultlee i
'f;stlll ex1st, or is a new generation growing up now? Co :

Iv PN
“Ansver Orlelnally we expected these dlfflcultles to be greater than
'ithey actuallj we1e. I need only remind you of the fact thet .for S
"instance the numb=r of conscientious objectors wes much smaller than :
- had been expectedxln 1956. It is true that the youth of the Federal
- "ﬁRepubllc does not agpprosch.matters with hurrah-patriotism,,with great
Nﬁ'qenthu51asm. However, 1t submits to mllltary training out of a really'

e
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. serious feeling of responsibility. T think that the psychological
difficulties we had to overcome from 1951 till 1955, but also up _
into 1958, have essentially been mastered. Todey's youth is dlf;erent.

i ..~ It is sober, realistic, and wants- to know why it is supposed to do a

RN .~ certain thing. I think tﬁat this youth, once convinced of the nece531ty

' of something,” and knOW1ng the reason for it, is just-as willing to do .

Elts share today as was the 'youth of former timeés, provided it 1s
To lead youth has become a general .

vxproperly led and directed. .
who is accepted by -youth? How can progress be -

:ppoolem ‘of-our time.
made with youth?' W/ith the experience. I have ‘gained IJcan only say

-that thls is a question of personality; there ere no laws in this

field, no firm rules. On€ men can do it, and the other one can't.

,n.?'Also, thls has nothlng ‘to do with age. There are older people: who

'fﬁ1f1nd excellent contact with.youth in no tlme, and on the: other hand”
h‘there are younger ‘ones who find it harder to be accepted- by youth.

y “Authorlty will grow by itself .if youth accepts its superiors not

because of thelr 1n51gn1a of rank but because oz the example they

V.-

Ty -
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Eur0pe's New ReAppnslbllltles

P By General Adolf Heu51nger, Cheirman-Elect of NATO's MllJtary
S Commlttee in Permanent Session ' .

. In the second half of the 20th century-—whlch in the mllltary
" -sphere 1s characterlzed by the development 01 terrlble ‘weapons - of

.'Thls is the fundamental thought -that should motivate all endeavour in o
- the field of security policy—that is, such endeavour must seek ways of

:preventlng war w1thout sacrlflclng freedom.~

O Mllltary plannlng, ‘as part of thls endeavour, must take 1nto
:account the follow1ng fects-~ S '. _ o

P

- The Sov1et bloc has et 1ts dlsposal a mlghty mllltary potentlal, :
_the Sov1et Union: alone malntazns 165 dmv131ons, of whlch 130 are at
~full strength in manpower and equlpment.. - . . R

Thus deterrence becomesthe-modern form of defense.

. .

PR

~uThe concepts that preva11 in. NATO —~resolved and conflrmed by
ifteen’ allled natlons-- are based on these requlrements, and have been;
ﬂadJusted to every change in the technlcal aspects of>:the mrlltary 51tda
“tiom. - Such’ ‘adjustment’ w111 ‘have to continuée if NATO:is to fulfill its:
ask: of preserv1ng peace.b;The follow1ng are the underlylng consideratlon

i}“ Armament 1s necessary in order to assure the Uest of a stable
‘p051tlon in permanent disermament talks with the East.- ‘Thus the. follow-_
~1ng prlnclple epplles._ Let us arm in order to deter the opponent,»let

cps negotlate in order not to go to war. .

-’ 2.h The deterrence of the opponent must be 30 Varled that 1t
remalns effectlve in the face of gll possible means of" aggre351on, We.
cannot today, as in tlmes past dlfferentlate between convent10na1 shle

'vfg.;;_iuUthASSIFIEbV
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. Thls concluslon results from the recognltlon thaé in our
tlme, conventlonal weapons alone are no longer deterrent.
i In addltlon, the plennlng of mllltary pOllcy has to take 1nto
account .this factor: Through the development of 1ntercont1nental
_0ckets, the.United States, the leading Uestern world power, ‘has - -
' "‘*dlrectly exposed to ‘the threat of war from the Dast." ‘Thus the
3 of the Unlted Stetes no longer takes place only ‘in Europe o

: This means addltlonal burdens, botn
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